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A St. 12, Frederick, Hd. 21701 

1/23/77 

& 
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Dear %. Fortas, 

,:■; 

Today’ s feat’ * story, which I iaagin* is the cauno of aeae unhappiness to you, 
carries «a back te the Durr senerial, when you a oka* »« to arrange to eeo yeu in your 
office. It relates to ene ef the natters I suggested night bo of iatoreet te yeu. 

With tho passing ef tine we forget. Sot long after these services I eae hecpital- 
iae* with serious threnbophlebiti#. lou eay have fergetten this er you say have decided, 
set te interest yourself whoa I wreto you loot April. Year file will shew I did set push. 
I an net aoe. 
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Obviously I have ae way ef knowing shat is behind thin story. I sec the atypical 
ia it. I aea it as a hatchet job. There are completely abaoxeal eniseiena free what I 
kaew of fact aad journalise. Two are Welfaett’a f eraser Waahisgtsn base and his first 

!! wife'* terminal illaeaw. The eeieeien ef thie illaees at th® tine he said he had to stay 

sut ef jail fsr s while leader strikes ne as vengeful writing. 

Xeu had little racellectiea ef hew vs net. *ear wife probably did not knew no well 
when I was a Senate .investigator and she was ia eur offices often. (She, ay wife and Sort 
Wheeler’s daughter •* raaeda were the young wexen whs then did what they could about 
Japanese aggression by wearing lisle stackings.) Virginia Durr members ne well, if 
you want to loam about ne fres those yau know. 

I* recent yearn I have devoted Myself, net quite exclusively, te tho political 
aasaeainatleao. I have never boon in pursuit of a whodunit. % work io a vary large study 
ef our basic institution* ia tiae ef crisis. In tha course ef it I have dene virtually 
| all the solid work sat in accord with tha official explanations of tha JSK and king 

assassinations. I have begun the deposit ef ay papers in a sajor university systea. 

There ia centuudng interest in then bocauae nine is substantial work. A week age I had 
a request for these papers free a large we«t~ecast university. The head ef another 
hiiv ery department ia ceBiag bare Wednesday. While the subject haa attracted »a*y huts 
and self-promoters it doea nakr a teraing-peint in history. Hi as is generally regarded 
as the seat extensive and moot dependable work. 

It la fres this reputation that there were several approaches frea iSurspoan pub- 
liahore for wo te do a Watergate book. By the tiae it was apparent that tbs »arkot did 
I Mt desire iwnltivn definitive, basic writing I wao well late an investigation and 

whiting I did net want te lay aside. I doveleped inforaatloa ms yet unpublished about 
e«ee ef the central characters. This led te what was atteapted on %. Douglas, hew by 
when and with what clandestine support, thus also to you. 

A Washington associate of Hr. Welfsoa sent e« to Florida te approach the Wilfsoa 
foundation for support. My nesting with Arvia Rothschild was interfered with by a bet- 
ting charge laid oa kin. Vo 8 pant sown of the afternoon together and with his wife dined 
1 that night. Ho seemed impressed and ho said ho was. He later reported that the probability 

of fsuaiattojt support did not seen high. As 1 now recall it 1 had completed a long, hasty 
and alaoat entirely unread rough draft while deeply engaged in ether work, some thinks te 
you and HflpiflB j* X could *et abandon thcethar work and I was anxious for n good 

editing job for which I could not pay. 

Several Months later I was invited te Ocala far tho ease purpose#. Hr. Welfooa was 
off with his home when I reached there. Ho had a Wuhan or Mexican trainer cene at tha 
oane tiae. Just befeie and during auppor neat of tha conversation was about horses. At 
the end ef the neal i ’*r. Welfson invited ne into the living reen to discuss the purpose?: 
of ay going there. Wo spent about an hour, often interrupted, in conversation. lie had 
glanced casually at sono of the doouneata I bad with no and abruptly terminated ouh *ust- 
iag by having *»e uahered to one of tha cottages. 1 have neither seen ner hoard frea M « 
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w«r jsi^i J- , 

k# caul* t# M*k» i»f«r»ati©* available te ***, 'PMn wa „ + +* ** w ^ a ^ ; 

Hathia £ hapjwwi. CWideri » S wlat 1 had *ud oiwwod hio in s *lid »vii^a 
swrpriai** mi mm i-i is aor« so. ®vi««a«o this tfes then 

& 

Kay thiaa'sj aag&tst thoaaolvosi, X hxiVo no war of knauia* 4 , 

Rftar'tto^bi" ^ tl *'”' : ’ ! h ® »PPW«M* af this is'erj i.i th» first 5w*d*y oiitiwi * 

23L?U SSZF'JS? "-•** s “ i * 3f r,w *• *« '*«*£ il«Lr 

far £ SoTuIr^t ta — “ 

I aot ka$w if what I knew la ©f interest t© yen# If it i« t ^ „++ 4, m w v* 

ir« Uao t® tit®. I sappts® bocaus* of tit clots 1 have boon cauUoBoi'olinot iS^** 
or jtrtlag. Uouovor, taco tfe® weathar oloara I will h* - against iajury 

« «. —t ». «. ... w£ £r ”™ “** **•■*■ 

Hut I«« sitrrjr about tills for yau. Aui I 4® iriai you well. 


Giflcorfly, 


HaroXX Weisbsrg 


